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International conference

“SCHOLARSHIPS.INFO: THE ROLE OF SCHOLARSHIPS IN RAISING ACADEMIC MOBILITY” 

J.J. Strossmayer University of Osijek, September 30, 2005

Dear Madam/Sir,

It is our pleasure to invite you to participate in the international conference «Scholarships.info: The Role of Scholarships In Raising Academic Mobility», which is to take place on September 30, 2005 at the Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek, Croatia. The conference is organised by the Josip J.J. Strossmayer University of Osijek and Student Information Center Zagreb (SIC) within the project Virtual Academic Information Service: Scholarships.info (acronym VIRTUS). The project is financed through the TEMPUS SCM program of the European Commission. The language of the conference is English.

The goal of the conference is to promote the importance of scholarships as a factor that contributes to raising academic mobility and the democratization of higher education. By providing financing for higher education, scholarships secure a more open access to higher education based on merit, thus making it more democratic. Scholarships also facilitate the mobility of students, researchers and teachers within the European Higher Education Area and beyond. The conference workshops and sessions will focus on:

· Presenting and promoting the Internet portal www.scholarships.info (Croatian name: www.stipendije.info)

· Offering a professional development opportunity for higher education professionals, aimed at the use of information technologies in education and educational advising

· Promoting the importance of the involvement of all sectors, as well as inter-sector cooperation, in the creation and administration of scholarships programs.

The conference is part of the project VIRTUS – Virtual academic service: Scholarships.info, financed through the TEMPUS SCM program of the European Commission. The main objective of the VIRTUS project is to establish an Internet information service on scholarships opportunities for Croatian citizens www.scholarships.info (Croatian name www.stipendije.info) and to provide technological training in order to increase access to information and professional competencies of educational professionals in Croatia and abroad. 

The project is coordinated by SIC-Student Information Center Zagreb, while the Croatian partner institutions include: the J.J. Strossmayer University of Osijek, University of Rijeka, University of Zadar, University of Split, University of Dubrovnik, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integrations. European Union partner institutions are: Technische Universität Dresden (Germany), Politecnico di Milano (Italy) and CNOUS - Centre National des Oeuvres Universitaires et Scolaires (France).
The conference registration deadline is September 14, 2005. Please find the registration form and preliminary conference program in the attachment. The organisers are able to cover some of the conference costs in line with the instructions in the registration form. The final conference program will be sent to all participants by September 19, 2005.
We are pleased to welcome you to the conference «Scholarships.info: The Role of Scholarships In Raising Academic Mobility» on behalf of Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek and SIC Zagreb and wish you a wonderful visit to Osijek and a great conference.

Sincerely,
Prof. dr. sc. dr. h. c. Gordana Kralik 

Ninoslav Šćukanec
Rector 





President

J.J. Strossmayer University of Osijek

SIC-Student Information Center Zagreb
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