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FOREWORD 
 
The seventh Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair was organised by the Institute for the Development of 
Education on Wednesday 19 October 2011 at the National and University Library in Zagreb. The Scholarships and 
Educational Programmes Fair is a unique event in Croatia where pupils, students and the general public can find out 
everything about scholarships and study opportunities in Croatia and abroad. Since 2005 the Fair has been 
organised once a year in Zagreb and has become not only the biggest event of this kind in Croatia but also a 
recognizable event that promotes the expansion of access to higher education and enhances the international 
mobility of Croatian academic community.  
 
This year’s Fair presented the biggest number of scholarships and educational opportunities so far - a total of 44 
exhibitors from nine different countries presented their study programmes, scholarships and other educational 
services. This year the biggest number of visitors attended the Fair - more than 7,500 visitors. It is expected that 
through the featured programmes more than 7,700 scholarships will be awarded for study in Croatia and abroad. 
Furthermore, on 20 October the Online Fair was launched on the www.stipendije.info portal where Croatian citizens, 
regardless of their place of residence, can find information about all the exhibitors presented at the Fair.  
 
Among the most significant novelties at this year's Fair was presenting the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland as the first Partner Country of the Fair. The UK's educational system is known for its excellence 
around the world and visitors of this year's Fair had the opportunity to talk to British exhibitors and alumni from 
British educational institutions. Apart from Partner Country, this year’s Fair was supported by INA - Industrija nafte 
as the first Main Supporter of the Fair. By participating in this year’s Fair, INA promoted the importance of investing 
in education and educational projects and presented its various scholarships programmes, graduate internship 
programme and an international competition for students.  
 
This Fair, as all previous Fairs, would not have been possible without the support of its partners, sponsors and 
donors, while the successful organization of the Fair is the result of a partnership of over 40 institutions and of the 
engagement of numerous volunteers. We would hereby like to mention those institutions and organisations that 
made the Fair possible through their financial support: the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and British Council (Partner country), INA (Main supporter), the Croatian Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, 
the Agency for Mobility and EU Programmes, the Croatian Ministry of the Family, Veteran's Affairs and 
Intergenerational Solidarity and the Croatian Ministry of Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship (donor and 
supporting institutions), VERN University of Applied Sciences (Strategic partner), University College for Applied 
Computer Engineering (Academic partner) and LIDL Croatia (sponsor). 
 
Other sponsors and partners of the Fair (the list can be as an Annex to this report) contributed with their support to 
the public visibility of the Fair and the acknowledgement of the Fair as an event of national importance. We would 
especially like to highlight that this year’s Fair was held, for the first time, under the patronage of the President of 
Republic of Croatia.  
 
We would therefore like to express our deepest gratitude to all those mentioned above, as well as to all the 
domestic and foreign exhibitors of the Fair, for their (in many cases continual) cooperation and we hope to renew 
our cooperation at the next Fair in 2012. 
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I. EXHIBITORS AND FEATURED PROGRAMMES 

 
Number and profile of exhibitors 
A total of 44 exhibitors presented their programmes at the Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair 2011(in 
comparison to 33 exhibitors in 2010).  
 

Exhibitors by categories   

Embassies and cultural centres  10 
Government institutions 6 
Croatian higher education institutions 10 
Foreign higher education institutions 5 
Private companies 4 
Non-profit organisations 2 
Other 7 
Total number 44 

 
From above mentioned institutions, 22 are domestic and 22 are foreign institutions from 9 different countries. 
Among the foreign institutions, 11 have offices in Croatia and 11 have travelled to Croatia specially to participate at 
the Fair (with exhibitors travelling from the USA, Singapore, the UK, Italy, Hungary and Slovenia). 
 

Number of featured programmes 
Exhibitors at the Fair presented 60 different scholarship programmes and financial aid programmes, as well as 26 
other educational programmes (study programmes, foreign language courses and exams, educational advising 
services, etc.).  
 
It is expected that more than 7,700 scholarships will be awarded through programmes presented at the Fair for 
study in Croatia (more than 2,700 through Government Scholarships programme and more than 3.700 through War 
Veterans Foundation and the War Veterans Children Scholarship Fund) and more than 1.600 scholarships for study 
abroad, including scholarships for more than 1,100 students awarded through the ERASMUS programme.  
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 Partner Country: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Among the most significant novelties at this year's Fair was presenting the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland as the first Partner Country of the Fair. The UK's educational system is renowned for its excellence 
around the world and visitors of this year's Fair had the opportunity to talk to British exhibitors and alumni from 
British educational institutions. A total of 8 exhibitors from Great Britain participated at the Fair. The programmes 
presented at the Fair included: Chevening scholarships offered by the British government, distance-learning study 
programmes offered by the University in London and the ESOL Examinations of the University of Cambridge. 
 

  
 

 Main supporter: INA - Industrija nafte d.d. 
This year the Fair was supported by INA-Industrija nafte d.d. as the first Main Supporter of the Fair, who presented 
a range of scholarships ,internship programmes and other programmes for students. INA promoted its graduate 
internship programme Growww, an international online competition for students Freshhh, scholarships offered by 
the PIMS Academy for postgraduate programmes (for specialization of supply chain optimization in the petroleum 
industry), the “Best Mentor” project and INA’s “10 Scholarships for the Best Student Projects”.  Furthermore, INA is 
a long-term partner of the “Top scholarship for top students” project, which was also presented at the Fair.  
 

By participating at the Fair, INA promoted the importance of investing in education and educational projects and, 
thus, proved to be an example of a company that connects the importance of investing in education directly with 
the development of company’s competitiveness. 
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Strategic partner: VERN’ University of Applied Sciences 

VERN University of Applied Sciences was the strategic partner of the Scholarships Fair for the second year in a row. 
At the Fair VERN’ presented its study programmes and a scholarship fund ensured every year in cooperation with 
the Croatian economy for VERN’s most successful candidates. For the upcoming 2012/2013 academic year the fund 
has ensured 150.000 Kuna for all three undergraduate study programmes available at VERN’. 
 
 

 
Academic partner: University College for Applied Computer Engineering 

For the first time this year the University College for Applied Computer Engineering (part of the Algebra Group) was 
the academic partner of the Fair in which they also participated as exhibitors to present their study programmes. 
Algebra is an example of a higher education institution that demonstrates social awareness - through its project 
entitled “Road to a better employment” Algebra awarded scholarships worth over two million Kuna for computer 
science specialization programmes and business administration programmes. The scholarship programme was 
intended for the unemployed, unemployed women over 40, newcomer entrepreneurs and young people under the 
age of 25.  
  
 

 
Sponsor of the Fair: LIDL Croatia 

LIDL Croatia has been a sponsor of the Scholarships Fair for several years already. At the Fair LIDL presented its own 
scholarship programme for undergraduate study of international trade in Germany that ensures those awarded an 
employment at managerial positions within LIDL upon their return to Croatia. Apart from presenting its scholarship 
programme, LIDL ensured refreshments for exhibitors and visitors of the Fair throughout the entire day.  
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II. VISITORS  
 
In only one day more than 7.500 visitors attended the Fair, which is the highest number of visitors since the Fair’s 
launch in 2005. The Institute for the Development of Education conducted a survey among the visitors to determine 
the visitors profile, their interests as well as their evaluation of Fair’s quality. The results of the survey are listed 
below. 

Visitors' profile 

University students
90%

Secondary school 
pupils

6%

Parents/family
2%

Employed 
(training)

2%  

Most popular educational opportunities and scholarships 
Most popular educational opportunities and 

scholarships with regard to level of study 

Graduate and 
doctoral studies

57%

Professional 
development

11%
Undergraduate 

studies
32%

 

Most popular educational opportunities and scholarships with 
regard to place of study 

Graduate and 
doctoral studies

57%

Professional 
development

11%
Undergraduate 

studies
32%

 
 
According to the survey results, students comprise the majority of visitors which explains why 57% of visitors are 
primarily interested in scholarships for graduate and doctoral studies. Furthermore, the majority of visitors are 
interested in opportunities for studying abroad. However, there is also an interest for study in Croatia (41% of 
surveyed visitors were interested in such opportunities), as well as an interest for undergraduate studies 
(approximately one third of surveyed visitors).  
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Visitor feedback on the benefits and quality of the Fair  
The results of the visitor survey indicate a great need for the Scholarships Fair and its significance for the academic 
community and the general public. The Fair is recognised as a key event at the national level for the development 
of higher education. 87% of the surveyed visitors highlighted the need for organising the Fair and the high quality of 
its organisation - 10% described it as „Excellent“, 48% as „Very good“ and 29% as „Good“. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Rating of the benefits and quality of the Scholarships Fair

2%

10% 

29%

48%

10% 

Poor Satisfactory Good Very good Excellent
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III. OPENING CEREMONY AND ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME 

Opening Ceremony  
The Opening Ceremony of the Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair took place on 19 October 2011, from 
9:20 to 10:00 a.m. in the minor entrance hall of the National and University Library in Zagreb. The Ceremony 
included welcome speeches held by the main partners, sponsors and donors of the Fair: 
 

• H.E. David Blunt, Ambassador of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
• Staša Skenžić, Director of the Department for International Cooperation and European Integration of the 

Ministry of Science, Education and Sports 
• Dunja Seiter - Šverko, Director of the National and University Library in Zagreb 
• Zdravka Demeter Bubalothe Director of Human Resources Sector, INA-Industrija nafte d.d. 
• Goran Radman, Dean of VERN' University of Applied Sciences 
• Mislav Balković, Dean of the University College for Applied Computer Engineering (part of Algebra Group) 
• Ankica Marinović, representative of the President of Republic of Croatia, Adviser to the President for 

Science, Higher Education, and Religious Groups 
• Ninoslav Šćukanec, Executive Director of the Institute for the Development of Education 
 

Also present at the Opening Ceremony were other distinguished guests, among others H.E. James B. Foley, the 
Ambassador of the United States of America to the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Edwin Loughlin, Canadian Ambassador 
to the Republic of Croatia and Mr Zoran Komar, State Secretary of the Ministry of the Family, Veterans' Affairs and 
Intergenerational Solidarity of Croatia. 
 

  
(right to left) H. E. David Blunt, the Ambassador of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland   and Mr  Ninoslav 
Šćukanec, Executive Director of the Institute for the Development 

of Education 

Guests at the Opening Ceremony 

Presentations 
From 10:20 am to 6 pm a total of 22 presentations were held within the Fair’s accompanying programme by 
institutions and their alumni about scholarships, student experiences and services crucial for successful application 
for study  programmes and scholarship programmes in Croatia and abroad. The sponsor of the accompanying 
programme, which included the Opening ceremony and exhibitors’ presentations, was LIDL Croatia.  
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Presenting programmes of student organisations 
Each of the eight student organisations that exhibited at the Fair were also Fair’s promotional partners. The student 
organisations presented numerous programmes and activities for students including opportunities for participation 
in international student exchange, conferences and internships abroad as well as numerous initiatives and actions 
organised in Croatia.  

Accompanying programme of the Partner Country: guest speaker Professor Alan Barrell, 
University of Cambridge 
As Partner Country of the Fair, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland organised a lecture by a 
distinguished guest from Great Britain, Professor Alan Barrell from University of Cambridge Judge Business School. 
 
Professor Barrell gave a lecture named “The role and responsibility of the private sector in the development of 
innovative entrepreneurship: Money makes the world go round!” His lecture tackled the role of development of 
education and skills as a precondition to creation of entrepreneurial society, his experience in launching the 
“Cambridge Gateway Fund” and the role of similar tools, including venture capital funds. Furthermore, he talked 
about his experience and view of the best approach to strengthen the connections between the academic 
community, the private sector and national institutions for the purpose of creating synergy necessary for the 
development and promotion of new, highly technological and innovative companies.  
 
Having spent many years in senior executive positions in numerous international companies, Professor Barrell is 
considered an expert in the area of entrepreneurship. Moreover, due to his contributions to the development of 
entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial study, he is also a Business Catalyst of the British government. In 2006 
Professor Barrell received The Queen's Award for Enterprise Promotion. 
 

  
(right to left) Professor Alan Barrell, University of Cambridge and 
H.E. David Blunt, the Ambassador of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland 

Guests at Professor Barrell’s lecture 
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IV. MEDIA COVERAGE AND PUBLIC VISIBILITY 

Media coverage (television, radio and press) 
The Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair achieved a great success in terms of media coverage. A total of 
eight press releases were sent to announce the Fair which resulted in 73 articles, reports and announcements 
published in Croatia’s press, on television and radio stations (in comparison to 53 in 2010) 
 

• Television: A total of 12 reports were broadcast on Croatian TV stations. The biggest media success of the 
Fair were regular reports about the Fair in all news programmes of Nova TV station on 19 October (including 
two live broadcasts), news report about the Fair in the central news programme (Dnevnik) of the HTV1 TV 
station and live broadcast within the daily show Hrvatska uživo at HTV1 TV station. Overall, media coverage 
of the Fair by HTV1 TV station was extensive and includes, apart from the above mentioned reports, reports 
in the following daily shows: Dobro jutro Hrvatska, Indeks, Euromagazin and Znanstvene vijesti. 

 
• Radio: A total of 14 reports were broadcast on eight radio stations, including Radio Sljeme, Open Radio, 

Narodni Radio, Soundset Plavi and Croatian Radio 1. 
 

• Press: A total of 46 articles were published (in comparison to 26 articles in 2010) in national newspapers 
such as Vjesnik, Večernji list, Slobodna Dalmacija and Novi list and in numerous regional and local 
newspapers. 

 
Videos of all the TV reports are available online at: www.vimeo.com/channels/sajamstipendija, while an overview 
of selected press clippings can be found attached to this report. All the press clippings are also available at: 
www.iro.hr/hr/o-nama/odnosi-s-javnoscu/isjecci-iz-medija/. 
 

  
Report about the Fair in Dnevnik, HTV1 Live broadcast from the Fair in news programmes, Nova TV 
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Visibility on the Internet 
This year the Institute for the Development of Education proudly presented the new official web site of the 
Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair within the newly designed web portal www.stipendije.info.  
 

 
 
The Institute for the Development of Education ensured a high visibility of the Scholarships Fair 2011 on the web 
sites of relevant institutions. A total of 217 announcements and articles were published on Internet portals and web 
pages, thereby making the Internet the key media for dissemination of information about the Fair. The most 
significant results are listed below: 
 

• Internet portals: A total of 50 articles and announcements were published on popular news portals, such as 
T-portal, Monitor and Danas.hr. Furthermore, articles and reports were published on web sites of national 
media such as Nova TV, Vecernji list, Nacional and Lider. 

• Web pages of institutions: It is important to note that all of Fair’s sponsors promoted the event on their 
respective web pages. Thus, announcements were published on web sites of the Agency for Mobility and 
EU Programmes, Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, National Competitiveness Council and the 
majority of Croatian Universities. Extensive informational campaign ensured the publishing of 
announcements on a large number of web sites of Croatian faculties.  
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Visibility on social networks 
This year’s novelty was a media campaign carried out via Facebook. A separate page about the Fair was made within 
the existing Facebook page Trazim stipendiju (“Looking for Scholarships”) (www.facebook.com/trazim.stipendiju). 
As a result, the number of members of Trazim stipendiju Facebook page increased by 2000 during September and 
October 2011 and at present has 5.151 members.  
 

 
 

Visibility in the public and key institutions 
• 25,000 promotional leaflets and 1,800 posters were distributed before the Scholarships Fair 2011. 
• 60% of leaflets and posters were distributed at faculties and student dorms of the University of Zagreb. 
• 40% of leaflets and posters were distributed in high schools, libraries and other locations in Zagreb. 
• 1,000 leaflets were distributed in one day at the Fair's promotional booth located in one of the busiest 

squares in Zagreb, Petar Preradović Square. 
• 5,000 official Fair brochures were distributed at the Scholarships Fair. The official Fair brochure featured 

texts and commercial ads with basic information about the exhibitors, their scholarship programmes and 
other types of financial aid. The official brochure is also available in electronic format: 
www.stipendije.info/materijali/sas/2011/SAS2011_WEB.pdf  
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V. EXHIBITOR EVALUATIONS 
 
After the end of the Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair 2011, exhibitors filled out evaluation forms and 
assessed the success of the Fair from their perspective. A total of 17 out of 44 exhibitors returned the filled out 
evaluation forms. The most significant results and comments can be found below. 
 

• Quality of organisation: The vast majority of the exhibitors who completed the evaluation form found the 
Fair to have been very well organised (65% rated the organisation of the Fair as excellent, while 24% as 
very good) 

• Overall satisfaction: All exhibitors expressed satisfaction with the presentation of their institution at the 
Fair (56% of exhibitors were satisfied, while 44% were very satisfied) 

• Visitors: Almost all of the exhibitors (94%) were satisfied with the number of visitors at the Fair. Out of 
those satisfied with the number of visitors, 59% thought that the majority of visitors represented their 
target audience while 41% thought that there was a sufficient number of their target audience among the 
visitors. 

• Visibility of the Fair in the media: All exhibitors who completed the evaluation form were satisfied with the 
visibility of the Scholarships Fair in the media, 60 % of which rated the media coverage as excellent.  

• Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair in Rijeka: The majority of exhibitors (79%) expressed an 
interest in exhibiting at the Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair 2012 in Rijeka. 

• Compliments and comments: 
-”Congratulations on the excellent organisation of the Fair” 
- “Thank you very much for the amazing organization of the Fair!” 
- “The volume of students in attendance was impressive. The whole team at IRO was very 
accommodating and helpful in organizing the information session as well…” 
- “The size of our booth and the table was excellent... Thank you especially for arranging refreshments 
for visitors” 
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VI. ANNOUNCING THE SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL  
PROGRAMMES FAIR 2012 
 

Present your study programmes, scholarships and other educational services at the 
eighth annual Scholarships and Educational Programmes Fair in Zagreb and, for the first 
time, in Rijeka 
 
WHEN AND WHERE? 
 

• Tuesday, 16 October 2012 - National and University Library in Zagreb 
• Thursday, 18 October 2012 - Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka 

 
WHY?  
 
In the last seven years the Scholarship Fair has become a respectable and recognisable event, in Croatia and the 
region, which promotes the access to higher education and international mobility of Croatian academic community.  
 
By organising the Fair in two university cities, the Institute for the Development of Education wants to directly 
introduce the strategic goals of the Fair to a greater number of Croatian students. 
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APPENDIX I. LIST OF EXHIBITORS 
 
Partner Country - United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

1. British Council 
2. King Street College, UK 
3. LILA*, UK 
4. UK Trade & Investment 
5. University of Cambridge - ESOL 

Examinations, UK 
6. University of London International 

Programmes, UK 
7. Embassy of United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 
8. Waltham Forest College, UK 
 

Other exhibitors 
1. Agency for Mobility and EU Programmes 
2. American University Washington D.C., 

School of International Service, USA 
3. American College of Management and 

Technology 
4. Embassy of the United States of America in 

the Republic of Croatia  
5. Central European University, Hungary 
6. Contact Singapore, Singapore 
7. DAAD - German Academic Exchange Service 
8. Erste & Steiermärkische Bank 
9. War Veterans Foundation and the War 

Veterans Children Scholarship Fund  
10. Embassy of France in the Republic of Croatia 
11. Goethe-Institute Zagreb 
12. INA - Industrija nafte  
13. Institute for the Development of Education 
14. Embassy of Canada in the Republic of Croatia 
15. LIDL Croatia 
16. London School of Commerce, UK 
17. International Graduate Business School in 

Zagreb 
18. International School for Social and Business 

Studies, Slovenia 
19. MIB School of Management, Italy 
 

 
20. Ministry of Economy, Labour and 

Entrepreneurship of Croatia 
21. Ministry of Defence of the Republic of 

Croatia  
22. Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of 

the Republic of Croatia 
23. National Foundation for Supporting the Pupil 

and Student Standard of Living 
24. Embassy of Germany in the Republic of 

Croatia 
25. German-Croatian Chamber of Industry and 

Commerce and Committee of the German 
economy for the countries of Central, 
Eastern and Southeastern Europe  

26. Rochus and Beatrice Mummert Foundation 
(Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH), Germany 

27. University of Rijeka 
28. University of Zagreb 
29. Top stipendija za Top studente 
30. VERN’ University of Applied Sciences 
31. College of AGORA, Croatia 
32. Professional School of Higher Education for 

Business Administration Studies, Zaprešić, 
Croatia 

33. University College for Applied Computer 
Engineering (part of Algebra Group)  

34. College of Information Technology, Croatia 
35. Zagreb School of Economics and 

Management 
36. Adris Foundation 

 
Partner students associations 

1. AEGEE Zagreb 
2. BEST Zagreb 
3. CroMSIC Zagreb 
4. ELSA Zagreb 
5. HSA 
6. Pravnik 
7. IAESTE Croatia 
8. eSTUDENT 
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APPENDIX II: SELECTED PRESS CLIPPINGS 
 

           20.10.2011. Večernji list 12.10.2011. Lider 

 
 

    20.10.2010. Novi list  12.10.2011. Vjesnik 
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       13.10.2011. Glas Slavonije   28.10.2011. Školske novine (the topic of the issue) 

 
 

      20.10.2011. Slobodna Dalmacija 02.11.2011. Slobodna Dalmacija(Universitas report) 
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APPENDIX III: ORGANISER, PARTNERS AND SPONSORS OF THE FAIR  
 
Organiser  

• Institute for the Development of Education  
 
Partner Country  

• United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

 
Main supporter 

• INA - Industrija nafte  
 
Main partner 

• National and University Library in Zagreb 
 
Strategic partner  
• VERN' University of Applied Sciences 

 
Academic partner  
• University College for Applied Computer 

Engineering 
 
Sponsor  
• LIDL Croatia  

 
Supporters/donors  
• Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the 

Republic of Croatia 
• Agency for Mobility and EU Programmes  
• Ministry of Economy, Labour and 

Entrepreneurship of Croatia 
• Ministry of Family, Veterans and 

Intergenerational Solidarity 
 
Supporters  
• President of the Republic of Croatia 
• City of Zagreb 
• Croatian Chamber of Commerce 
 

Supporters (continued) 
• Croatian Council of Universities and University 

Colleges of Applied Science 
• Croatian Employers' Association 
• Croatian Rectors' Conference 
• National Competitiveness Council  
• National Foundation for Civil Society 

Development 
• University of Zagreb 
 
Media Sponsors  
• Večernji list (daily newspaper) 
• Nacional (magazine) 
• Lider Press (magazine) 
• School News (weekly newspaper) 
• HRT Radio Sljeme  
• H-Alter (internet portal) 
• MojFaks (internet portal) 
• T-portal (internet portal) 
• Zagreb News (monthly newspaper) 
• Radio Student  
 
Partner student associations 
• AEGEE Zagreb 
• BEST Zagreb 
• Croatian Student Association (HAS) 
• CroMSIC Zagreb 
• ELSA Zagreb 
• eSTUDENT 
• IAESTE Croatia 
• Klub studenata sociologije Diskrepancija 
• Perpetuum Lab 
• Pravnik 
• Student Association “Poligraf” 
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13.10.2010. Poslovni Dnevnik  20.10.2010. Vjesnik  
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